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OME DESIGNS IN ART 
METAL WORK 



Perhaps no craft has received a 
greater impetus during the last few years than 
that of Art Metal Work, and the demand for 
the production of Electric Light fittings has in 
no small measure contributed to this, by giving 
employment to a largely-increased number of 
craftsmen, as well as bringing into active exercise 
the latent genius of many an artist and designer. 
In this instance, at least, the demand may be 
said to have created the supply, and the scientist 
has proved a friend to the artist by opening up 
fresh avenues for the display of artistic talent. 

It may as well be stated at the outset that we 
have little sympathy with that movement which 
would put a broad line of demarcation between 
usefulness and beauty. We prefer to follow 
Nature's methods, and what work of hers is 
unaccompanied by beauty ! The rock, a bul- 
wark of strength, is often graced by frail and 
delicate blossoms ; the stagnant pool has a 
covering of soft green, and over the sturdy frame 
of the oak nature flings a gorgeous mantle of 
crimson and gold. So intent, indeed, is she on 
beautifying everything that, if we will only let 
her have her way, she will, in time, transform 
man's ugliest structures into things of beauty. 
No, there should be no wide difference made 
between utility and beauty, between art and 
industry, so long as there is consistency. A 
useful thing should be beautifully useful, and 
what object can be less useful by being beauti- 
fully made ! 

The treatment of metal for decorative pur- 
poses was never more in evidence than at 
present, and there seems no limit to its adapta- 
tion. For door furniture it is eminently suitable, 
and we have seen no better designs for it than 
those executed by Mrs. Gardner. Her watch- 
word appears to be i consistency,' her aim is not 
to produce pleasing and attractive designs merely, 



every detail is studied — the limitations of the 
material, the character of the woodwork, the 
use to which the room will be put — all are taken 
into consideration before she evolves the design 
which shall harmonize with the whole. 

Many other most interesting examples of art 
metal work are to be seen at her Studio 18, 
Clifford Street, Bond Street, W., a number of 
which are in pewter, that newly revived and now 
favourite metal, from tiny ash trays to entire 
dinner services, each piece of which is embellished 
with a different design, subdued in character, for 
pewter lends itself particularly to simplicity of 
treatment. The Lily of the Valley, conven- 
tionalised, successfully decorates a tankard, in- 
tended either for .holding water or flowers. A 
capacious letter-box in antique copper has a 
grotesque group of figures designed on the front, 
while a sloping top represents tiles, and the door 
at the base forms a grating through which the 
contents can be seen ; it is highly decorative 
and suitable for a roomy hall. Very decorative, 
too, is a clock with face of hand-beaten copper, 
and, what is really of greater importance, the 
works are so perfect that it keeps exact time. 

Another revival of the past is the Sun-dial, 
a most attractive and useful addition to the 
garden, which will be specially welcomed by 
those who revel in the delights of open air life 
and are the happy possessors of large old-fashioned 
gardens. However, besides the large handsome 
ones for the more fortunate few, sun-dials of 
modest dimensions, but equally effective, are 
made for the suburban garden. 

Tea and coffee services in hand-beaten silver 
and copper are of excellent workmanship. The 
metal furnishings of cabinet work have received 
a large share of Mrs. Gardner's attention, the 
little drop handles she has designed in fine brass 
and polished copper are charming, and so also, 
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and decorative too, are the novelties executed 
in translucent enamel on silver, such as buttons, 
clasps, and buckles, etc. 

It is interesting to know that only ladies' are 
employed in the studios and workshops. Other 
work in art metal of a more extensive nature is 
undertaken by Mrs. Gardner for architects and 
builders, who speak in high terms of its artistic 
merit and of her refined yet workmanlike methods. 



IXTEENTH CENTURY 
SPANISH FURNITURE 
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k W Collectors of antiques should not 

fail to visit the Art Galleries of Messrs. 
A. Fraser and Co., Union Street, Inverness, 
some of the finest examples of 16th century 
Spanish furniture being there on view. The 
carving on this beautiful furniture so closely 
resembles the work in Toledo Cathedral by 
Berruquete, a pupil of Michael Angelo, that the 
probabilities are that it is by no other hand 
than his. 

The collection is an unusually complete one, 
comprising as it does fireplaces, doorways, panels, 
screens, bookcases, overmantels, quaint wall 
tapestries and silk brocade curtains, with many 
other interesting relics of the past. The fine 
old doorways, in addition to their rich carvings, 
are decorated with gold and vermilion and 
panelled in fine plush delicately embroidered in 
gold and silver. 

Although of ecclesiastical origin the whole of 
these fitments formed part of the interior of a 
Spanish nobleman's house ; and, considering their 
great age, are in a wonderful state of preservation. 

Messrs. A. Fraser and Co. do not confine 
themselves to the collection of antique furniture, 
although their valuable and varied display 
includes fine examples of the different styles 
and periods ; the manufacture of furniture from 
their own designs represents a large portion of 
their business. One noted suite they make is 
styled the ' Leighton,' and that it is in excellent 
good taste and sound in workmanship is 
witnessed by the favour it has met with in 
London ; many houses in the most fashionable 
parts of the West End are provided with 
drawing-room and dining-room suites made by 
this enterprising firm in the north of Scotland. 
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HE PICTURE POST 
CARD 



Picture Post Card collecting is now 
so fashionable that every one is supposed 
to take some interest in the diversion. Messrs. 
Raphael Tuck and Son, of Raphael House, 
Moorfields, are largely responsible for the 
enthusiasm shown ; not only by offering £1,000 
in prizes to collectors of Tuck's post ' cards, but 
by making the post cards so attractive and 
educational. There are cards to suit every- 
body's taste and fancy. No one should miss 
No. 205, the ' English Galleries' series, which 
contains six charming reproductions in mono- 
chrome ot the following favourites : — Gains- 
borough's ' Musidora Bathing her Feet,' and 
4 Mrs. Siddons'; Romney's 'The Parson's 
Daughter'; Hogarth's 'Marriage a la mode'; 
Rembrandt's 'Portrait of an old Lady,' and 
Moroni's 'Portrait of a Tailor.' Those who 
are preparing to flit to the coast should be 
provided with a good supply of the ' Rough 
Sea' sets, which are perfect masterpieces of 
black and white work ; these fascinating sea- 
. scapes are contained in No. 857, 'Land's End,' 
'The Cliffs, Ilfracombe,' 'Wreck off Cornish 
Coast,' 'Lantern Hill, Ilfracombe,' 'Castle 
Rock, Lynton,' and 'Rough Sea, Lynmouth.' 
Then there are the ' Royal Academy' pictures 
by Marcus Stone, R.A., chromographed in 
colours, such as a daintily reproduced ' Lady 
Clara Vere De Vere ' accompanied by quota- 
tion from Tennyson, ' 'Tis only noble to 
be good,' etc. The Heraldic cards, too, 
deserve to be noted. A collection of this 
series alone would be highly interesting and 
instructive, since their correctness may be 
absolutely relied upon, the original designs 
having been supplied, in most instances, by 
the different Corporations. The leading cities 
and towns in Great Britain are included, and 
the Coats of Arms in colours are distinct in 
every detail. A word to intending competitors 
may not be unacceptable— all queries addressed 
to Raphael Tuck and Sons must have the words 
'Post Card Competition,' written above the 
address on the envelope, and a stamped Pictorial 
' Tuck ' Post Card, fully addressed to the sender 
of query, must be enclosed for reply. 
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OPKINSON'S 'SHERATON' 
PIANOFORTE 



Among the many articles that go to 
the furnishing of our houses, few present more 
difficulties to the designer than the pianoforte. 
That is to say, the case which contains the 
instrumental part, for, on the one hand, 
cumbrous, modern notions must be avoided, 
and a too florid and ornate style on the other. 

Perhaps, because so rarely is the happy 
medium to be met with, many leading pianists 
prefer a perfectly plain case. 

However this may be, Messrs. J. and J. 
Hopkinson, Ltd., who have for so many years 
been justly celebrated for their pianofortes, to 
the rare excellence of which Rubenstein has 
given his testimony in the following words : 



c All the qualities which can be demanded by an 
experienced virtuoso — vigour of attack, openness 
of sound, possibility to give the necessary shade 
to the music and to produce effects of extreme 
delicacy — are to be found in Hopkinson's piano- 
fortes. They possess also a sonority of a 
crystalline nature which gives them a certain 
charm and characterises their own personality.' 
Upon determining to produce an instrument 
which would in every way appeal to the refined 
and cultured in taste, they very wisely sought the 
co-operation of Mr. Frederick Litchfield, of the 
Sinclair Art Galleries, who has designed for 
them a charming model in satinwood and rose- 
wood. It is Sheraton in style, embracing the 
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choicest characteristics of the artist's best period, 
whilst eschewing his eccentricities. 

It will be seen by the accompanying illustra- 
tion how exquisite are the details, the delicacy 
of the satinwood being intensified by the rich 
colour of the rosewood. Notice the twisted 
sprays of the olive — the emblem of peace — 
secured with a true love knot, which decorate the 
face of the key board, the medallions of satin wood, 
and the refined finish of the cornice. As an 
example of chaste simplicity of treatment, guided 
by excellent judgment, the model is unrivalled. 
It is on view at 84, New Bond Street, W. 
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FAMOUS 
PHOTOGRAPHER 



Mr. W. H. Grove's excellent 
photographic reproductions of artists' paintings 
by isochromatic and platinotype processes are 
widely known and appreciated, whilst the issue 
of his splendid portrait of Robert Browning in 
1889 made him quite famous. 

On the occasion of the death of Prince Henry 
of Battenberg, Mr. Grove was summoned to 
Osborne to photograph a painting of the Prince, 
and our late beloved Queen, ever thoughtful 
for others, gave instruction that he was to make 
use of any room that best suited his purpose. 
It happened that the drawing-room was most 
suitable, so that was the room he used. The 
Queen was delighted with his work and ordered 
several copies. 

Mr. Grove's early career was somewhat 
chequered. At the age of three years he lost 
both his parents, so his upbringing devolved 
upon an uncle — a farmer in Buckinghamshire. 

When he was 17 he came to London as the 
personal attendant of one of England's greatest 
p oets — Robert Browning — who treated him 
with as much consideration as if he had been a 
son instead of a servant. 

After spending seven )ears in this capacity, 
Mr. Grove entered the studio of Mr. Frederick 
Hollyer in order to study photography, and 
finally started business on his own account at 
his present address, 174, Brompton-road, S.W., 
where he has met with such marked success. 



Two unique objects of interest and of great 
antiquity are being exhibited at 45, Whitcombe 
Street, near Piccadilly Circus, a ' Mirab ' 
mosque altar, upwards of twelve feet high and 
seven feet wide ; a tombstone seven feet in 
height, in old Persian Faience ; marvellously 
fine examples of thirteenth century art, the 
work of two famous Persian artists, Ali Mo- 
hamad and Ali Ahmad, whose names they bear. 
Transcriptions from the Koran also cover the 
surface, some in large raised characters of a 
deep rich shade of blue. The lovely colour is 
accentuated by the metallic reflection of the 
glaze. It is said that the art of producing this 
beautiful glaze is lost, and that these are the 
finest specimens of it in existence. They have 
been brought to Europe from Veranim, a 
town near Teheran, with a special dispensation, 
and are valued at .£40,000. 



The first section of the c Hovis Cycling Road 
Map,' which is to be completed in eight parts, 
has been sent to us. It is coloured and strongly 
mounted on linen, and the printing is excellent. 
A red line marks the main roads, and the 
railway stations are clearly indicated, the dis- 
tance is given of every town in England from 
London, and from one town to another. There 
is a guide attached which gives minute particu- 
lars as to hotels and other houses of refreshment ; 
places where repairs can be made and where free 
inflation is given. We strongly recommend all 
cyclists and automobilists to provide themselves 
with this capital guide. Each section is pub- 
lished at one shilling. 



Several sets of menu cards have been sent to 
us from the Liebig Company. 

The ' National Costume ' series are not only 
exceedingly well reproduced they are well drawn 
and clever in treatment, and after serving their 
specific purpose would do excellently as models 
for fancy dress ball costumes. The other set s 
embrace places of interest in Scotland, such as 
Stirling Castle, Abbotsford, Holyrood Palace, 
Loch Lomond, Roslin Chapel, lona, Dryburgh 
Abbey, and many other views. If readers of 
The Artist will send address to the Liebig 
Company, 9, Fenchurch Avenue, E.C., a set 
will be forwarded free. 



